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19 September 2019 

 

Dear Parent, 

 

At Gulf English School Cairo, we are using the Big Cat 

reading scheme to support each of our students on their 

learning journey.  Each child reads at their pace and ability 

and is able to choose fiction and non-fiction books within 

their colour band that most appeal to their interests.   

 

I am delighted to be sending your child home with their 

first Big Cat book from school.  When a new book comes home, this means your child has read this book to 

an adult at school and is now ready to share the book with you.  Please celebrate!  Each new book is a page 

turned in their personal journey to becoming a fluent, competent and confident reader.   

 

Your encouragement and enthusiasm along their journey is of paramount importance will have a great 

impact on your child’s success and enjoyment.  As a school, we expect that you take a real involvement in 

the progress your child makes in reading.  This comes in many forms, including praise for bringing home a 

new book, quality time given to sharing the book and listening to your child read every day and asking 

questions about what your child is reading.   

 

The process: 

1. Your child is assigned a colour band appropriate to their reading level and chooses a book within 

this colour band. 

2. Your child’s teacher and TLA listen to them reading the whole book. 

3. Your child’s teacher records that your child has read the book on their reading record card and your 

child can now take this book home to share with you. This book should be brought to school daily.  

That same day, a new Big Cat book will be chosen by your child to read in school. 

4. Parents listen to their child read daily and sign the bookmark to indicate how many pages were read. 

5. When your child is ready to take home their new book from school, they will be asked to return the 

one they were reading at home. 

 

Below are some practical tips on how you as parents can support your child in reading and ensure reading 

together is a positive experience, regardless of the age of your child.   

 

The stage is now set for your child to make great progress in their reading, with all the support and 

resources they need from us at GES and you at home.   

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs. Claire Williams        Mrs. Mona El Masry 

Primary Deputy Headteacher       School Director 
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Make Reading Together a 

Positive Experience 

 

1. Choose a quiet time 

Set aside a quiet time with no distractions. Ten to fifteen minutes is usually long enough. 

 

2. Make reading enjoyable 

Make reading an enjoyable experience. Sit with your child. Try not to pressurise if he or she is reluctant. If 

your child loses interest then do something else and return to it when the mood is right. 

 

3. Maintain the flow 

If your child mispronounces a word do not interrupt immediately. Instead allow opportunity for self-

correction. When your child tries to 'sound out' words, encourage the use of letter sounds not 'alphabet 

names'. 

If they are stuck on a word, ask them to: 

• use the picture to help. 

• stretch out the word – so for the word shouted – ‘sh-ou-ted’. 

• find smaller words in a larger word – so for shouted – they could see ‘shout’, or ‘out’. 

• sound out the word. 

• read to the end of the sentence for further clues. What would make sense? 

• work out the first sound of the word and get their mouth ready for the word. 
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4. Be positive 

If your child says something nearly right to start with that is fine. Don't say 'No. That's 

wrong,' but 'Let's read it together' and point to the words as you say them. Boost your child's confidence 

with plenty of praise for progress and effort. 

 

5. Success is the key 

Parents anxious for a child to progress can mistakenly give a child a book that is too difficult. Until your 

child has built up his or her confidence, it is better to keep to the books that are sent home from the teachers 

and texts of a similar level of difficulty. Struggling with a book with many unknown words is pointless. 

Flow is lost, text cannot be understood and children can easily become reluctant readers. 

 

6. Visit the bookshop and download e-books 

Try to have a selection of age and level appropriate fiction and non-fiction books available at home for your 

child to choose from. 

 

7. Regular practice 

Try to read with your child on most school days. 'Little and often' is best. Take full advantage of the 

opportunities you have to read on a one-to-one basis with your child. 

 

8. Communicate 

If you have concerns about your child’s progress in reading, please send an email to their class 

teacher.  Please also communicate openly with the teacher if they request your feedback about your child’s 

reading habits at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Talk about the books 
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There is more to being a good reader than just being able to read the words accurately. Just as 

important is being able to understand what has been read. Always talk to your child about the 

book; about the pictures, the characters, how they think the story will end, their favourite 

part. You will then be able to see how well they have understood and you will help them to develop good 

comprehension skills. 

 

Before they start to read: 

• What do you think this book is about? Why? 

• Do you think this is a story or a fact book? Why? 

• Can you read the title? Does this give you some more clues? 

• What can you notice about the picture on the front of the book? 

 

After they read: 

• What was your favourite part of the book/part we just read and why? 

• How did you feel when you read that chapter/story? 

• What did you learn from this story? 

• What was the problem in the story? 

• Which character did you like and why? 

 

10. Variety is important 

Remember children need to experience a variety of reading materials eg. picture books, hard backs, comics, 

magazines, poems, and information books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even more ideas: 
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● Don't leave home without it - Bring along a book or magazine any time your child 

has to wait, such as at a doctor's clinic. Always try to fit in reading! 

● Once is not enough - Encourage your child to re-read favorite books and poems. Re-

reading helps kids read more quickly and accurately. 

● Dig deeper into the story - Ask your child questions about the story you've just read. Say something 

like, "Why do you think Clifford did that?" 

● Take control of the television - It's difficult for reading to compete with TV and video games. 

Encourage reading as a free-time activity. 

● Be patient - When your child is trying to sound out an unfamiliar word, give him or her time to do 

so. Remind your child to look closely at the first letter or letters of the word. 

● Pick books that are at the right level - Help your child pick books that are not too difficult. The aim 

is to give your child lots of successful reading experiences. 

● Play word games - Have your child sound out the word as you change it from mat to fat to sat; from 

sat to sag to sap; and from sap to sip. 

● I read to you, you read to me - Take turns reading aloud at bedtime. Kids enjoy this special time 

with their parents. 

● Gently correct your young reader - When your child makes a mistake, gently point out the letters he 

or she overlooked or read incorrectly. Many beginning readers will guess wildly at a word based on 

its first letter. 

● Tell family tales - Children love to hear stories about their family. Talk about a funny thing that 

happened when you were young. 

● Be your child's #1 fan - Ask your child to read aloud what he or she has written for school. Be an 

enthusiastic listener. 

● One more time with feeling - When your child has sounded out an unfamiliar word, have him or her 

re-read that sentence. Often kids are so busy figuring out a word they lose the meaning of what 

they've just read. 

 

 

 

 

● Create a book together - Fold pieces of paper in half and staple them to make a book. Ask your child 

to write sentences on each page and add his or her own illustrations. 
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● Do storytelling on the go - Take turns adding to a story the two of you make up while 

riding in a car or bus. Try making the story funny or spooky. 

● Point out the relationship between words - Explain how related words have 

similar spellings and meanings. Show how a word like knowledge, for example, relates to a word 

like know. 

● Make books special - Turn reading into something special. Take your kids to the park, help them get 

their own books, read with them, and buy them books as gifts. Have a favorite place for books in 

your home or, even better, put books everywhere. 

● Get them to read another one - Find ways to encourage your child to pick up another book. 

Introduce him or her to a series. 

● Crack open the dictionary - Let your child see you use a dictionary. Say, "Hmm, I'm not sure what 

that word means... I think I'll look it up." 

● Different strokes for different folks - Read different types of books to expose your child to different 

types of writing. Some kids, especially boys, prefer nonfiction books. 

● Teach your child some "mind tricks" - Show your child how to summarize a story in a few sentences 

or how to make predictions about what might happen next. Both strategies help a child comprehend 

and remember. 
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